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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Article Hisrory: Theic is a general consensus that education acts as a catalyst to reduced poverty, improved
Received 17th. December, 2010 health and promotion of ndividual and community development. Although formal
! ! education has had g-eat contribution for promotion of literacy, the shortcomings that go with

Relchewed in revised form it have led to the drop out in schools, increased literacy and general poverty in Kakamega,
297, December, 2010 Busia and Siaya Districts respectively. It is in this regard that this study identified the role of
Accepted 15" January, 2011 adult education and Non Formal Education (NFE) as an altemative to addressing issues of
Published online 11% February, 2011 poverty, health, illiteracy and development. Out of this, the research set out to assess and

document the status of Government policy on NFE programes, the reasons for the attitudes
held by the community and leamers, the culturas factors, its status, knowledge, skills and
values acquired for utilization in health and economic activities in the Lake Victona region

Key words: ! =
Adult Education, Continuing education of Kenya. The study was camed out in the larger Kakamega, Busia and Siaya Distnicts. A
R . descriptive survey design was used. Data was collected from the Provincial Administration
Development, Lii=-zoy. Nen forma? ; f 2 il
Ed ap y ‘ditmct officers chiefs and sub-chiefs) Others were Distnct Adult ducation Officers,
ucation.and FoveRy Managers of adult and NFE programmes, supervisors of adult and NFE programmes
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The instruments for data coliection inclut d Juestonnaire, ‘ntervizw schedules, observation schedules, attitudinal scales, focus group discussions and

document analysis for secondary data.Secondary data included statistics on enrolment for learners, examination results and teacher dynamic. These
statistics were collected from the Department of Adult Education, ACCES, and NFE Centres  Data collected was then analyzed descnptively by use of
frequency counts, means and percentage.The following findings we.e established: that the implementation of Kenya Education Sector Support
Programme (KESSP) had not reached NFE centres 5 years after its implementation was commended, there are no clear management structures for NFE,
arzolment in adult and NFE programmes is still low, learners with Special needs have been neglected, and cultural inhibitions were viewed as a way of
jife and clearly evident was the confusion in understanding of concepts in adult and Non Formal Education Programme.On the basis of the findings, it
was concluded that  Adulr and NFE programmes are useful in creation of awareness and promotion of individual and general community
deveiupment Conseguently, the tolluwing recommendanons were made on the basis of the underscored findings; that the recomrendations of the
Sessional paper No | of 2005 should be thoroughly studied. interpreted and impiemented since it provides the policy framework | and that for the success
sf adult and [7F & programmes the povernment should employ Gualified personnel with educaton background at all levels of its hierarchy.

C Copy Right JJCR. 2011, Academic Journals All nghts reserved




