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QUESTION ONE (COMPULSORY)

What do you understand by the following theories? (18 marks)

i) Feminism iii) Freudian Literary Theory
ii) Queer Literary Theory

b) With the aid of textual examples, show how deconstructionists go about their critical
projects? (6 marks)

QUESTION TWO

By the use of feminism, postmodernism and structuralism, make a critical reading of
Buchi Emecheta’s The Joys of motherhood (1979) or Mariama Ba’s So Long a Letter
(1981). (15 marks)

QUESTION THREE

a) Evaluate the major principles by any ONE of the following theories: (8 marks)

i) Existentialism iii) New Criticism
ii) Marxism

b) “Because of the world’s absurdity, at any point in time, anything can happen to
anyone, and a tragic event could plummet someone into direct confrontation with the
Absurd.” With this statement in mind, make an existentialist analysis of “The
Metamorphosis” (1915) by Frank Kafka. (7 marks)

QUESTION FOUR

a) “Literary theory is the backbone of interpretive criticism and creative writing.” What
do you understand by this statement? (7 marks)

b) Attempt a Formalist analysis of the following poem: (8 marks)

I MET A THIEF
By Austin Bukenya

On the beach, on the coast,
Under the idle,
Before the growling, foaming, waves,
I met a thief who guessed I had
An innocent heart for her to steal.

She took my hand and led me under
The intimate cashew boughs which shaded
The downy grass and peeping weeds.
She jumped and plucked the nuts for me to suck;
She sang and laughed and pressed close.



I guessed; her hair was like the wool of a mountain
sheep,

Her eyes, a pair of brown-black beans floating in milk.
Juicy and round as plantain shoots
Her legs, arms and neck;
And like wine-gourds her pillowy breasts;
Her throat uttered fresh banana juice:
Matching her face – smooth and banana-ripe.

I touched-but long before I even tasted,
My heart had flowed from me into her breast;
And then she went – High and South –
And left my carcase roasting in the fire she’d lit.

QUESTION FIVE

a) What are the main concerns of the branches of feminist criticism mentioned
below? (10 marks)

i. Liberal feminist criticism iv) Radical feminist criticism
ii. Marxist feminist criticism iv) Psychoanalytic feminist criticism
iii. Gynocriticism

b)   Discuss some of the assumptions shared by different branches of feminist literary
theorists. (5 marks)

QUESTION SIX

a) Discuss the point of interface and departures between classical and post-modern
literary theories. (6 marks)

b) According to Wimsatt and Beardshey, the words on the page were all that mattered;
importation of meaning from outside the text was quite irrelevant. Paying close attention
to Wahome Mutahi’s Three Days on the Cross (1991), discuss the relevance of the
statement. (9 marks)
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QUESTION ONE (COMPULSORY)

a) Make a comparative analysis of any TWO of the following theories: (10 marks)
i) Postmodernism iv) Marxism
ii) Feminism iv) Post colonialism
iii) Neocolonialism
b) “While Taban Lo Liyong talks of East Africa as a land of ‘literary bareness,’ Chris

Wanjala asserts that ‘popular literature is low-brow literature.’ Do you agree? Using
relevant textual examples discuss the relevance of the views of these two pioneer
literary critics. (15 marks)

QUESTION TWO

“The Joys of Motherhood tells the moving story of Nnu Ego, a West African woman
devoted to her children, giving them all her life – with the result that she finds herself
friendless and alone in middle age. The Joys of Motherhood is a powerful commentary on
polygamy, patriarch and women’s changing roles in urban Nigeria.” With the help of
relevant literary theories, make an analysis of Buchi Emecheta’s The Joys of motherhood
(1979). (15 marks)

OR

“So Long a Letter is a sequence of reminiscences – some wistful, some bitter – recounted
by Senegalese schoolteacher Ramatoulaye, who has recently been widowed. The letter,
addressed to a friend, is a record of Ramatoulaye’s emotional struggle for survival after
her husband’s abrupt decision to take a second wife. The novel is a perceptive testimony
to the plight of those articulate women who live in social milieu dominated by attitudes
and values that deny them their proper place.” (15 marks)

QUESTION THREE

Attempt a critical analysis of the following poem: (15 marks)

A PREGANT SCHOOL GIRL
By Everett Standa

He paid for her seat in the matatu
And walked away;
As he disappeared in the city crowd
All her dreams vanished;

One more passenger squeezed in
And lit a cigarette,
She opened the window
And spat cold saliva out,
As the cigarette smoke intensified
She wanted to vomit:



She remembered the warm nights
When she was her man’s pet,
She remembered the promises
The gifts, the parties, the dances –

She remembered her classmates at school
Who envied her expensive shoes,
Lipstick, wrist watch, handbag
Which she brought to school
After a weekend with him

The future stood against her
Dark like a night without the moon,
And silent like the end of the world;

As the matatu sped away from the city
She began to tremble with fear
Wondering what her parents would say;

With all hope gone
She felt like a corpse
going home to be buried.

QUESTION FIVE

a) With the aid of textual examples, show how structuralists go about their critical
projects? (4 marks)

b) Discuss the treatment of female characters in Wahome Mutahi’s Three Days on the
Cross (1991) or Mariama Ba’s So long a Letter (1981)? (9 marks)

c) Compare the following theories: (2 marks)
i) Structuralism
ii) Post-structuraalism

QUESTION SIX

a) “Queer theory was created with the intention to fight whatever it had been labeled
Queer.” In reference to some of the non-normative or non-straight sexual
behaviours, discuss the validity of this statement.

(5 marks)
b) “Literature is related to truth and reality.” Illustrate the validity of this statement.

(10 marks)
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Week 4: Practical Textual Examples:
 Feminist reading of  Mariama Ba’s So Long a Letter (1980) and Buchi Emecheta’s The Joys of
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 Psychoanalytic approaches to literary texts
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 Marxist literary theory

Week 10: Postmodernism/Readers Response/Existentialism
 Meaning of postmodernism
 Readers – response criticism
 Politics of existentialism
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“The Metamorphosis” (1915) by Frank Kafka
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